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PURPOSE: The Society of the Third Infantry Division was founded in 1919 as a non-profit 
fraternal, social, educational, patriotic military service organization and shall always remain non-
partisan and non-political. The Society was incorporated in 1958. 
 
Specific objectives are: 

1. To foster and strengthen associations and friendships formed during service with the 
Third Infantry Division. 

2. To honor the Third Infantry Division fallen Warriors. 
3. To perpetuate the memory of former comrades who shared a background or honorable 

military service with the Third Infantry Division, U.S. Army. 
4. To encourage and achieve the mutual benefits and support resulting from a close and 

cooperative alliance between the Society and the Third Infantry Division. 
5. To support the government of the United States and to give it, in peace and in war, the 

same devotion and service expected of us as members of its armed forces. 
PLEDGE: I pledge to the Society of the Third Infantry Division, United States Army, in the 
achievement of the goals for which it was formed, that same full measure of loyalty and devotion 
which my comrades who have fallen gave to the Division and to the cause for which they fought. 
 Through my loyalty and devotion to their memory, they shall not be forgotten by the 
country, for which they died, or by their comrades at whose sides they fell. 
 To them, I pledge in Peace and War, the dedication of myself to that country and that 
cause to which they consecrated themselves. 
ORGANIZATION: The Society is divided into three regions, Eastern, Central, and Western, in 
which chapters (called Outposts) are formed. Members are assigned to outposts at their request 
or based on the state in which their home address is located. 
REUNIONS: Annually, the Society holds reunions when members can come together to renew 
friendships and make new ones. These are festive occasions that promote camaraderie. 
AWARDS: Recognition for achievements and service are made annually at the reunion, in 
accordance with our Society Award Protocol, to include the Audie Murphy Achievement Award, 
Society Service Awards, and an Outstanding Associate Member Award. 
PUBLICATIONS: The Watch on the Rhine is the official publication of the Society and is 
published and distributed bi-monthly to all members. The publication keeps members informed 
on recent and ongoing activities of the society, on Active Duty units, and on Veterans, as well as 
history and pertinent information about the Division. All members are invited to submit stories 
of their experiences to the Watch editor for publication.  
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History of the 3rd Infantry Division (Mechanized) “Rock of the Marne” 

WORLD WAR I 
The 3rd Division (later re-designated as the 3rd Infantry division on August 1, 1942) was 

organized at Camp Greene, North Carolina, November 21, 1917. The division was composed of the 
4th, 7th, 30th, and 38th Infantry Regiments, the 10th, 18th, and 76th FA Regiments, and the 6th Engineer 
Regiment, with a total of 28,000 men. It underwent training at Camp Green, North Carolina and Fort 
Bliss, Texas, and shipped to France, arriving in April 1918. A monument to the origination of the 3rd 
Infantry Division stands today in Charlotte, North Carolina, at the corner of Wilkinson Blvd., and 
Monument Street. 
 The division earned the designation “Rock of the Marne” at the Marne River near Chateau-
Thierry on July 15, 1918. When flanking units retreated, then Division Commander, Major General 
Joseph Dickman, told our French Allies “Nous Resterons La” (we shall remain here). This motto is on 
the 3rd Infantry Division’s distinctive insignia. Although the stand was successful, the price was high. 
General “Black Jack” Pershing said it best when he called the Division’s performance “one of the 
most brilliant in our military annals.” The division earned six battle stars in WWI. The 3rd Infantry 
Division Soldiers were awarded two Medals of Honor during WWI.  

WORLD WAR II 
World War II added even greater glory to the Marne Legend.  The Division was credited with 

531 combat days which was the most combat days of any unit in the European Theatre. The 3rd 
Infantry Division fought in places like Casablanca, Anzio, Tome, the Vosges Mountains, Colmar, the 
Siegfried Line, Palermo, Nurnberg, Munich, Berchtesgaden, and Salzburg. 
 The 3rd Infantry Division was the only U.S. unit that served in all 10 campaigns of the war, 
participated in four amphibious landings, and suffered the most casualties of any U. S. unit in the 
theatre. The most decorated Soldier in World War II was Lieutenant Audie L. Murphy, who served 
with the 15th Infantry Regiment in Italy and France. Thirty nine (39) Soldiers of the Division were 
awarded the Medal of Honor. Further, 133 Distinguished Service Crosses and over 2000 Silver Stars 
were awarded. 

KOREAN WAR 
 Early in the Korea Conflict, General McArthur specifically asked for the 3rd Infantry Division 
for his Far East Command. The Division became known as “The Fire Brigade” for quickly moving up 
to cover breaks in the UN lines. On one cold and stormy night in May 1951, the division was given 
orders to disengage on the east coast and move all the way across Korea to stop a major enemy 
breakthrough in the west. No one thought it could be done, including the officers who gave the order. 
The officers and men of the 3rd Infantry Division loaded onto trucks, and 30 hours later, they engaged 
and stopped the advance of the large hostile force. The Chinese were amazed. They were fighting and 
losing to the 3rd Infantry Division, which they thought was still on the east coast.  
 The “Fire Brigade” received eight Battle Stars and added 13 Medal of Honor recipients, 
bringing the total number of Medals of Honor earned by members of the 3rd Infantry Division to 54. 
The 7th Infantry Regiment recorded more combat time than any other infantry unit in Korea. The 
Division left Korea on 10/30/54. 

COLD WAR 
The Cold War officially extended from February 1945 through August 1991. The 3rd Infantry 

Division advance units moved to Germany in April 1958. This was a difficult period in our history. 
Western Europe was in the process of rebuilding and establishing a democratic from of government in 
the occupied zones. The communist block of nations, led by the former USSR, was determined to 
spread communism through the world. Europe was believed to be in a position of weakness. The 3rd 
Infantry Division arrived in Germany and may have been responsible for changing history. Not unlike 
WWII, the countries on the continent were not politically, or militarily, in a position to defend 
themselves. The allies had more work to do. 

The 3rd Infantry Division Headquarters was in Leighton Barracks in Wurzburg. Other units 
were located in Bamberg, Aschaffenburg, Schweinfurt, Kitzingen, Wurzburg, Heilbronn, Bad 
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Kissingen, Wertheim, and Wildflecken. Units were moved on some occasions based on military 
necessity. The Division stood as a symbol of strength for negotiations and a barrier to communist 
expansion on a military level. The Cold War was won and the standoff ended in August 1991. 

 
VIETNAM 

Elements of the Division were formed and answered the call for service in Vietnam. The 3rd 
Battalion of the 7th Infantry Regiment (Cotton Balers) was organized in 1966 at Fort Benning and went 
to Vietnam on 12/10/66, attached to the 199th Infantry Brigade. The unit conducted operations in Dong 
Nai Province until the Tet Offensive in 1968. The communists struck quickly and overran portions of 
the capital of Saigon. The 3rd Battalion and other forces neutralized the enemy forces, and by mid-
February, the capital was firmly in allied hands. The 7th spent two more years in Vietnam and returned 
to Fort Benning on October 11, 1970. The 7th earned 11 campaign Participation Credits. 
 In April 1958, the Marne Division returned to Germany to secure Western Europe and 
ultimately win the Cold War. 
 No battle credit was earned in Vietnam. The 3rd Infantry Division did not serve as a division or 
even as a regiment. One battalion was attached and served honorably during this conflict. 

GULF WAR 
 In November 1990, Soldiers of the 3rd Infantry Division were once again called into action. 
Following Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, over 6,000 Marne men and women deployed with Operation 
Desert Storm as part of the Allied Coalition which brought a swift end to Saddam Hussein’s military 
aggression in the Gulf region. Nearly 1,000 soldiers deployed to southeastern Turkey and northern 
Iraq to provide comfort to Kurdish refugees. Almost 1000 were part of Task Force Victory, which 
began the task of rebuilding Kuwait. 
 A new chapter of Marne history has begun with the designation of the 3rd Infantry Division 
(Mechanized) at Fort Stewart and Ft. Benning. The units are now at Fort Stewart, Georgia, and Ft. 
Benning, Georgia, and the Aviation Brigade is at Hunter Army Airfield, Georgia. 

 Although the Division did not receive battle credit, some units served with other Army groups 
at the conflicts in Bosnia and Croatia in 2000-2001. 
 Early in 2003, the fighting capability of the Marne Division was highly visible worldwide 
when the entire Division deployed to Kuwait. It was called on subsequently to spearhead coalition 
forces in Operation Iraqi Freedom, fighting its way to Baghdad in early April, which led to the end of 
the Saddam Hussein government that imposed tyranny over the people of Iraq. During the capture and 
clearing of the Baghdad Airport, another Medal of Honor was awarded. Paul R. Smith received his 
medal posthumously for his actions that saved the lives of many American soldiers. 
 Subsequent tours by the 3rd Infantry Division, led to the eventual establishment of a democratic 
government in Iraq, though continued efforts have been necessary to maintain it. With the close of 
combat operations in Iraq, the division moved on to Afghanistan and continued combat operations and 
training missions (advise and assist) to prepare the Afghan Army and police to take over responsibility 
for security in a very difficult military and political climate. The division and aviation brigade then 
redeployed to duty stations in the U.S.  

Soon after, the Division answered the call to arms with units deployed to hostile territory in 
Afghanistan. These advise and assist missions train and prepare the Afghan Army and security forces 
to take, hold, and occupy large areas of their nation. The final chapter to the legend and glory of the 3rd 
Infantry Division is yet to be written. 

Society of the 3rd Infantry Division 
 The Society of the 3rd Infantry Division is the Army’s oldest continuously active military 
society and has supported Dogface Soldiers of the division since 1919. The Society exists to honor 
fallen Dogface Soldiers, to support division and family members, and to perpetuate a social network of 
Dogface Soldiers, past and present. 
 How have we supported you and the division? We have contributed much time and funds to 
send care packages and letters to Marne Soldiers fighting the Global War on Terrorism while 
providing items of comfort to families left behind, such as handmade baby blankets for new moms and 
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3rd I.D. embroidered handkerchiefs to warrior mothers. We have also provided comfort to our Marne 
Soldiers recovering in military hospitals nationwide, bringing them such items as 3rd ID-logoed 
pajamas, phone cards, wallets, underwear, and sweat suits. 
 To help Marne Soldiers past and present, their children, and spouses, our Scholarship 
Foundation continues to award higher education grants annually. The Society also supports many 
division activities such as the “Soldier and Family Appreciation Days” providing over 500 meals for 
our Soldiers and families, donating framed Marne prints to present to the hospitals caring for our 
wounded, and participating in honoring our fallen at each event. A member in France has even formed 
an Association whose goal it is to enlist French citizens to adopt the graves of our Soldiers buried in 
France. The “Parents and Grandparents” decorate their adopted Soldiers’ graves several times each 
year. This is a very successful program that brings comfort to families in the U.S. who cannot visit 
their loved one’s graves. 
 As a member of the 3rd ID Society, you will also receive six issues of The Watch on the Rhine, 
the Society’s newsletter dedicated to keeping Society members abreast of our great division’s ongoing 
efforts (past and present) to defend our great nation. The Watch also keeps you abreast of Society 
efforts to support our mighty Marne family, including stories and comments from our Soldiers, past 
and present. Additionally, you will receive The Roster, published every three years, that allows you to 
keep up with those you served with as well as the new friendships you will develop. 
 As a Dogface Soldier, you have experienced the bonds created while serving with your 
comrades—bonds that later in life often become as important to you as family. Believe us ol’ Dogface 
Soldiers when we tell you that you will be glad you kept up with comrades you served beside while 
assigned to our great division. 
 By becoming a member, you will be a part of the powerful support net provided by your 
division and its brave Dogface Soldiers and their families. The Society has been there for you and your 
family. It’s up to you, the men and women of the division and those attached units, to keep this great 
Society going. Stay Connected. Join the Society of the 3rd Infantry Division. 
Image of Society Logo      Image of CIB   Image of Rocky 
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Campaigns of the Third Infantry Division 
 

World War I: 
6 Campaigns 

2 MOH 

World War II: 
10 Campaigns 

39 MOH 

Korean War: 
8 Campaigns 

13 MOH 

Global War on Terror 
Iraq: 6 Campaigns; 

Afghanistan: 1 
Campaign 

1 MOH 
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Rock of the Marne 
Disclaimer: The information contained herein is believed to be accurate at this time. Any errors 
or omissions are unintended. 

Society of the Third Infantry Division, U.S. Army, Inc. 
The oldest continuous U.S. Army Division Association—since 1919 

Application for Membership 
 
(  ) Regular Annual            (  ) Regular Life            (  ) Associate Annual               (  ) Associate Life 
 
Name ___________________________________________________   Date of Birth _______________  
 (Last)   (First)  (Middle Initial)  (Required for Life Members) 
 
Home Address _______________________________________________________________________  
   (Street)      (City)               (State)     (Zip Code) 
 
E-Mail Address __________________________________ Phone number (s) _____________________  
 
Unit(s) served with ________________________ Served from _______ to _______ Rank _______  
 
Current/Former Occupation ____________________ Spouse’s name __________ Referred by ________  
 
Please print clearly, detach and mail this application and your check or money order payable to Society of 
the 3rd Infantry Division and mail to 510 W. York Street, Blue Hill NE 68930-7488.  

 
******************  

Types of Membership and Eligibility 
 
Regular Members: Present Soldiers, Veterans with honorable service in the Third Infantry Division and 

those who were members of supporting or attached Units of the 3rd ID. 
 

Associate Members: Spouses, parents, children, grandchildren, siblings of any person eligible for  
Regular membership and any person with a special interest in or an affinity for The Third Infantry 
Division. 
 
First Year Annual Dues: 
 Domestic: Active Duty, Regular or Associate Annual Membership………. $20.00 
 Overseas Addresses: Regular or Associate Annual Membership ………….. $35.00 
 
We accept Pay Pal soc3rdid@gmail.com. 
 
Life Membership: 
 Recipients of the Medal of Honor …………………………….……………. No Charge 
 
 Regular and Associate Life Membership dues are based on the following scales: 
 
 AGE GROUP   DOMESTIC   OVERSEAS 
 Up to age 39   $400.00    $1,2800.00 
 Ages 40-49   $350.00         $925.00 
 Ages 50-59   $300.00         $685.00 
 Ages 60-69   $250.00         $475.00 
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 Ages 70-79   $200.00         $310.00 
 Ages 80 and over  $150.00         $275.00 
These Life Membership dues apply to both Regular and Associate Members. Contact John A. Weis,  
8893 Filiz Lane, Powell OH 43065, for information on extended payment plans. 


